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Start With a Survey in 2010

Overall, the survey showed that the user needs
at UCT were as shown by the following diagram:



The Australian Universities eResearch Tour, 2011

• Monash, Melbourne (and a Grand Prix)

• Adelaide, UniSA

• Tasmania

• Sydney, NSW

• ANU

• QUT



After Australia Tour 2011

• "My UCT” and “My eResearch" (eg) tabs on a UCT home page visible after 
login on chosen PC - with only the standard UCT page available to non-
logged in or outside users 

• My EResearch goes to pages which can be personalised - eg: "My 
Publications, My Tools, My Library" eg. 

• My Publications should have a dynamic link to some search engine (or 
several), like SCOPUS if we get it, ISI Web of Science - and should be 
seamlessly available when off-campus via login or a MUCH improved 
version of EZProxy. It should also have tools available like Endnote Web. 

• My Library should go straight into an improved library front page, again 
available from off-campus. 

• My Tools is important because this could be very personalisable - it should 
have links to a variety of chosen cloud tools and tools made available 
specifically to that user by tiered support from ICTS / eResearch support. 
One of these should be “My Storage”, which would allow easy drag-and-
drop file storage, for example, and even complete machine backup 
services. 







What is happening now?  Phase 1, live Feb 2012

My eResearch

Research 
Facilities

VulaLibraries 
and 

Repository

My 
Tools

Created and linked / redesigned Web pages, linked a database, established Portal site

NOTE: we presently do not know what to use for Portal – several options exist
NOTE 2: FULL implementation has to wait for UCT Web renewal



We’re live….



Home Page –
accessible via
standard login



Most accessed 
resource: note 
Research Professional 

Africa site is a highly
comprehensive and up-
to-date catalogue of 
Africa-specific funding 
opportunities 
worldwide



Increasingly 
popular page: 
access to various 
means of 
accurately 
assessing your 
own or others’ 
publication 
outputs –
including 
informal or social 
media mentions



The Research 
Facilities database is 
a rapidly-growing 
interactive register 
of top-end research 
equipment and 
facilities at UCT.  It 
provides instant 
access to 
information on what 
is available, whether 
it can be accessed by 
outsiders, and what 
the costs of 
operation / use are.



Creation of slide 
shows available 
via SlideShare to 
instruct 
researchers how 
to use resources



What is planned for longer term?  
Phase 2, live by late 2013

My eResearch

Research 
Facilities

VulaLibraries 
and 

Repository

My 
Tools

Scholarly Works Profiles 

Create some dynamic access links to Irma / other databases, create templated Profiles 
which include “Scholarly Resources” – publication lists and other forms of publication

NOTE: both Scholarly Resources and Profiles require significant development 
and policy decisions.  Eg: SR not just database output; also represents “non 
conventional” publications for Humanities etc – video, digitised artworks?

Search Experts



Queensland Univ Technology Profiles: best exemplar



Queensland Univ Technology Profiles

The Profiles are 
underpinned by a 
database and Portal –
RAD – which, like the 
TARDIS, is far larger on 
the inside, and provides 
similar functionality to 
what we propose for 
UCT



Objective for UCT Profiles: 1
To reduce the number of times that a UCT academic has to provide the same information for
different institutions or purposes

to one time only! 

• To allow highly user-configurable output of curricula vitae for printing OR Web use

• Use by Departments, Faculty, Bremner, the UCT Research Office, IAPO, and the NRF, to “pull”
data for specific purposes into (eg) forms for:

– for academic assessment and leave,

– applications for travel and research

– equipment funding

– to harvest information on collaborations, international partners, updated research activities

Examples:

Research expertise, personal profiles, collaborations, publications, patents, open
teaching material, reports….

Use by NRF:

Synchronise information between UCT and NRF to reduce time spent on NRF systems,
AND

ALLOW DIRECT IMPORT OF PUBLICATION DATA



Scope of the Profiles

NB: cross-Faculty working group approved 



Scholarly Works (and Open UCT)

To be integrated with and to link directly to the UCT Repository



Scholarly Works Database
DIRECT IMPORT FOR ALL SCOPUS / ISI / OTHER DATABASE PUBLICATIONS



National

Research Office

My eResearch

My Ethics

Research 
Facilities

Finance

VulaLibraries 
and 

Repository

My 
Storage

My 
Tools

My Grants

HR

My Staff

eResearch Tab on
UCT Home Page

My Students My Contracts

Scholarly Works Profiles 

Showcase = Research Office Site

Concept as of mid-2012:

Secure access for researchers to portal; public access to RO site

Search Experts



What still requires serious integration?

My eResearch

Research 
Facilities

VulaLibraries 
and 

Repository

My 
Tools

Research Office

My Ethics
Finance

My 
Storage

My Grants

HR

My Staff
My Students

Scholarly Resources Profiles

Experts

My Contracts

All modules that get information from other systems: SAP for finances, PeopleSoft for 
student information, University Office for ethics, contracts and publication counts

…but IRMA / University Office may do some of this for 
us???



…and especially
this…B-)

LINKS TO SLIDESHOWS ON eRES RESOURCES



SIMPLY A FORUM FOR RAVING


